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Dear, John: 



MMMUf OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION* TO 

United States Mission Berlin, 
Berlin, Germany, 

July 12, 1963. 



r\ statufof^intinl " JU ? G *.*° J 8 * y ° U I™" at my earli ^t convenience the 
' status of contingency planning for events within Berlin. I think that much 

but W ? a L y ° U m rf ted haS already become to"" t0 you m one way or a^oSer, 
S^Ll" " everbhele " sorry it took such a long time for my earliest^on- 

oT^st*? **?*% ? U,n afraid ' h ° Wever ' ,that this in "*** iB reflective 
nLl?nf f! °f f lairS here ** in turn also explains why more contingency 
"" Zl%£ln\t»S 0t d ° ne in Berlin ' Without ^laboring the subject, I sSulT 

are "eav^ us e Z,f ^J*?* ° f timeS ' When the SoViets "* Eas * Germans' 
are leaving us pretty much alone, none of the three Missions in Berlin has 
more than a very small proportion of its time left over from dealing with 
for r ^ln^ ra T i0nS 5° r a ** licatlon t0 *»*«« Planning. On the US fide! 
S onfS ?£ SPGnd a g °° d half ° f my time briefing one of my superiors 
hLn ! Sf J™ 7 ViSit ° rS t0 BGrlin ' (ThGre *»* in the l«t fe£ months 
been a heavy stream particularly of military officers through here.) Much 
of the internal briefing is in preparation for the complex rounds of 
• Kommandatura meetings. Most of the rest of the time is spent in providing 
S££i < ^h 8Uldl,n0 2 f ° r l0 ° al °P erations * *» military plans or for studief • 
C* h T + " °-!v,° f the military staffs - This last aspect gets worse rather 
**? than better with increased activity by ASB, and we find that the available 
political Judgment in Berlin is spread pretty thin. I am afraid the net 
result is that the political officers in all three Missions, but particu- 
larly in ours, are kept too busy reacting to situations or to other peoples' 
initiatives to take all the initiatives which they themselves should exercise. 



/The point 



John C. Ausland, Esquire, 
Berlin Task Force, 

Department of State, 

Washington 25, D.C. 
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number of minor variables but has general outline, Shioh have\e"ome familiar 
irtiDossihlA +n ««,«* +«• la.,1 P° si ti°n was abandoned when it proved 

«. , :.- s.is.r srsr; si's r; ; -;— ^,st 
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take Jf«JJ2^?ir S "**' X llke t0 P ° nder whero the next £ ™ *■«• will .... ,;^ 
side I E am m t J e n Pre ^ Ure ! 6 u erted ° n 0Ur posltion from th * Wtetem^^S 

?n«J'i„ n ,? Wnk M 0f Brandt and what appears to be his drive for a new ' " " *** 

iSfcSi^SJSuSf of c^ Menauer era ln Bonn with its « s « ss« 

olrmi? J h ^ ! ,0n ? e r d Whe " y ° U WU1 make your semiannual swing around the 
SE V W VS? f ° rWard t0 seeine y° u in Berlln > but I assume you will 
wish to be at the switch in Washington around the middle of August? 



Sincere; 



Jrelv, 



Arthur R. Day- 
Chief, Political Affairs Section 



Enclosures: 

1. Copy No. 29 of Coordinated 
Study dated May 6, 196^. 

2. Thermo-fax copy of paper 
entitled "Planning for 
Contingencies Within Berlin" 
dated July 8, 1963. 
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